GENESIS - Part IX
Reference: Genesis 2:8-15
Pastor Larry Webb

verse eight, “The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and
there He put the man whom he had formed.”

verse nine, “And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in
the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”
verse ten, “Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from
there it parted and became four riverheads.”

verse eleven, “The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.”

verse twelve, “And the gold of that land is good. Bdellium and the onyx
stone are there.”

verse thirteen, “The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one
which goes around the whole land of Cush.”

verse fourteen, “The name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one
which goes toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.”

verse fifteen, “Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to tend and keep it.”

The phrase “to tend” to the garden meant “to work it, to till the soil and
it.” To “keep” the garden meant “to preserve it and
it.”

The first man’s first job was to care for the garden; he was a gardener or
a

Notice the different jobs biblical characters had:
Adam was a gardener or horticulturist

Cain was a farmer

Abel was a

Abraham was a rancher

Ezra was a priest

Saul was a and then king
David was a shepherd and then a king

Daniel was a statesman

Moses was a shepherd

Amos was a

Jesus was a carpenter

Matthew was a tax collector

Luke was a doctor

Peter was a fisherman and

Paul was a




Throughout the remainder of this message let me discuss some people
who ignore this first assignment God gave to mankind. The book of
Proverbs calls them sluggards and slothful.

Sluggard means a person

ONE...the sluggard hasn’t the ant’s work ethic

Reference: Proverbs 6:6-8

verse six, “Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and
be wise,”

verse seven, ‘which, having non captain, overseer or ruler,”
verse eight, “provides her supplies in the summer, and gathers
her food in the harvest.”

Definition: the Protestant work ethic (also called Puritan work
ethic) is a in theology, sociology, economics and
history that emphasizes hard work, frugality and diligence as a
constant demonstration of a person's participation in the
Christian faith, in contrast to the focus upon religious attendance,
confession, and ceremonial sacrament in the Catholic tradition.

TWO...the sluggard more often than not

Reference: Proverbs 6:9-11

verse nine, “How long will you slumber, O sluggard? When will
you rise from your sleep?

verse ten, “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the
hands to sleep”

verse eleven, “So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler,
and your need like an armed man.”

Reference: Proverbs 12:27a, “The lazy man (the slothful person
or sluggard) does not roast what he took in hunting...”

Reference: Proverbs 20:4a, “The lazy man (the slothful person
or sluggard) will not plow because of winter...”

THREE.. .the sluggard is and (or
excuses away) his laziness

Reference: Proverbs 22:13, “The lazy man (slothful person or
the sluggard) says ‘there’s a lion outside! | shall be slain in the
streets!”

FOUR...the sluggard proves to be a and not an

Reference: Proverbs 18:9, “He who is slothful in his work is a
brother (or related) to him who is a great destroyer.”

The term “destroyer” means “ of destruction” ... to do
something less than it should be done is to contribute to its
destruction.

Reference: Proverbs 24:30-34 (see screen)
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