
COMPLAINING  
Reference: miscellaneous Scripture  

Pastor Larry Webb 

 
This is a society of complainers and the church is not immune to that 
practice. The Greek word translated as complaining is said to be an 
____________________ word, i.e. a word that sounds like its meaning.  
 
Definition: Complaining means to express dissatisfaction with 
____________________ that aren’t wrong and about which we are 
doing nothing to change…James MacDonald  
 
Definition: A grievance means to express dissatisfaction with 
circumstances believed to constitute an _______________ or is just 
grounds for a protest. 
 
The Parable of the Laborers  
Reference: Matthew 20:1-16 (see screen)  
 
The BIG IDEA from this parable is the blessings that result from salvation 
are exactly the __________ for all people. 
 
The second idea from this parable is that __________________ is 
unproductive    
 
The cure to complaining is the principle of positive replacement.  
  

Definition: The principle of positive replacement means the 
negative is ______________ and then _____________ with 
something positive. 

 
In this case: _________________ is the negative and _______________ 
is the positive.  
 
Jesus illustrated the principle of positive replacement in:  
Reference: Matthew 12:43-45 (see screen)  
 

Jesus primarily used this example to teach that moral 
reformation is ______________ because people that are morally 
good see themselves as acceptable to God and that’s not 
necessarily the case!  

 
HOW to develop an attitude of gratitude:  

 realize our indebtedness to ______ and then to __________ 

 verbalize our __________________ as often as possible  
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